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AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. 81.111 



Hon. Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In reply to the Office Action dated April 17, 2002, please amend the above 
identified application as follows: 




IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please amend the specification as follows: 

Page 3, delete the whole paragraph starting in line 32 and replace it with the following 
new paragraph: 

The gas used in the gas bearing can be air and the gas source can be provided with a 
filter for the gas (e.g. air from outside) such that it is substantially free of foreign particles. 
Alternatively, other gases can be used, for example, nitrogen or helium. As will be 
appreciated by the skilled artisan, one can control the gas bearing by having apertures for the 
inflow of gas to the gas bearing and also apertures for the evacuation of gas from the gas 
bearing. A particular pressure for the inflow of gas may be between about 1 . 1 and 1 .5 bar 
whereas a reduced gas pressure for the evacuation of the gas may be between about 0.5 and 
the 0.9 bar, for example. The gas bearing may have a thickness less than about 150 jim, for 
example. 
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